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We are celebrating 40 years of personalized service and improving animal health. This milestone could not have been reached without the hard work of our 
extraordinary team of scientists and support personnel. We are putting the spotlight on various members of our team throughout our celebration of this 

40-year milestone.

What made you apply at VMRD?
I felt underappreciated and overworked in my previous position.  I was 
ready for a change of pace and industry seemed like the next step in my 

career.

Do you remember your first day?
Yes.  I walked in and had to walk THROUGH a meeting in HP Adams to get 
to Carrie Allen’s office.  Little did I know that the meeting I was walking 
through was the Services morning meeting that has become a staple in my 
life for the last 5 years.  It was awkward…who design’s a conference room 

with executive offices off it?

What is your role and background? 
How has your job changed over the years?

My current role is the Testing Laboratory manager for Services.  My 
background (both current and historically) is in research microbiology and 
molecular biology.  When I was originally hired, I was hired as the 
Microbiology Laboratory Manager and my focus was all things MTF….now, 

my focus is all things Services.

If you could switch your job with anyone else within VMRD, whose job 
would you want?

Honestly, I love what I do and where I am doing it.  I cannot think of 
another position within the company that I would rather have.

What has been your biggest achievement/success?
My greatest achievement are my four beautiful children, aged 14 to 20, and 
my wildly successful marriage of 21 years to my partner and best friend, 

John. 

What has been your biggest “lesson learned”?
In Academia, a Bachelor’s degree will get you nowhere.

What advice would you give to new 
hires?

Patience is a virtue.  Training can be 
slow and tedious, but it has to be 
done and documented.  
I promise, you will get through it.  
And don’t forget – not documented 

= not done.

What is your favorite part of your 
job? 

What excites you the most?
My favorite part of my job is 
watching the people around me 
grow.  It is so very exciting to watch 
people attain their goals and 
further their ambitions and to know 
that you contributed to that, even if 

only minutely.

What is your favorite VMRD memory?
Being told I sounded like a dying cat one afternoon (thank you John Clary) 

while I read FA slides in the scope room.

What is one thing you wish you knew before starting at VMRD?
How different it would be from research science.  I had no idea, literally, could 
not have begun to fathom the mounds of paperwork that comes with working 

in a regulated industry.

How would you describe the company culture?
Teamwork reigns supreme.  Everyone is ready to lend a helping hand, brain, or 
sarcastic comment.  Snark may not seem helpful, but it is, if only to ground you 

back in reality.  VMRD truly is a family.

What do you hope to see for VMRD in the future?
Continual growth and improvement…always.


